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The Stamp 
Act
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The Stamp Act

After the French and Indian War, England sent troops to remain 
in the colonies to defend against Indian attacks and to prevent the 
French from trying to reclaim the land they had lost. Many people in 
England believed that the colonies should pay to help support these 
troops. After all, they were there to help the colonists. To support 
these troops, the British Parliament passed the Stamp Act in 1765. 

The Stamp Act required that a stamp purchased from the British 
government be placed on all important documents, such as court 
papers, almanacs, pamphlets, newspapers, and even playing cards. 
This special stamp showed that the tax had been paid on the paper 
item. 

The Stamp Act caused anger and resentment among the 
colonists. First, colonists were outraged that the British troops were 
stationed in the colonies at all AND that they had to pay for their 
upkeep. Second, colonists believed it was unfair to tax them when 
they had no representation in Parliament. 

Representatives from nine colonies met in New York City in 1765 
in a meeting called the Stamp Act Congress. They declared that the 
colonies should not be taxed by Parliament. The only taxation they 
would accept would have to come from the assemblies elected by 
colonists themselves. Ships arriving from England carrying the 
stamps were met by mobs who destroyed the stamps. Some ship 
captains were forced to return to England with the stamps. 

The resistance of the colonists to use the stamps caused many 
businesses to be unable to operate. Parliament repealed the Stamp 
Act in March 1766.

One penny stamp used 
under the Stamp Act of 
1765
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The Stamp Act: Questions and Answers
Name: ________________________  Date: __________

Instructions: Answer the question on each stamp. 

Why were British troops 
stationed in the colonies? 

Why did Parliament pass the 
Stamp Act in 1765? 

Onto which important 
documents were stamps 

placed? 

Placing a stamp on an 
important document showed 

that…

What announcement did the 
Stamp Act Congress make? 

The Stamp Act caused 
anger in the colonists for 

these two reasons: 


