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Lesson 5: 

Committees of 
Correspondence
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Committees of Correspondence

In the 1760’s and 1770’s, communication between towns and 
colonies took weeks. Sometimes people in other colonies never 
heard news at all. Samuel Adams, leader of the patriot rebel group, 
the Sons of Liberty, founded the first Committee of 
Correspondence. Many more committees were quickly formed 
throughout the colonies. The aim of these committees was to share 
information about each new issue faced in the developing crisis with 
England. 

The Committees of Correspondence were the first attempt of 
the American Colonies to maintain communication with one another. 
This communication helped to form bonds among the thirteen 
colonies that would help them later cooperate in the American 
Revolution. 

The relationship between the colonies and England was falling 
apart quickly. Eventually, each of the thirteen colonies formed a 
Committee of Correspondence to send out information and news 
about what their colony was doing to resist the British and end their 
unfair policies. 



Committees of Correspondence: 
An Envelope Full of Questions

Instructions: Cut out the envelope. Put only a few dots of glue on the 
outside and bottom edges of the envelope. Glue the envelope to a 
separate sheet of paper. Do NOT glue the top. Answer the questions and 
place the question cards inside the envelope for safe keeping. 

Committees of 
Correspondence:

An Envelope Full of 
Questions

The Committees of Correspondence
Question #1

Which patriot leader started the first 
Committee of Correspondence? 
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The Committees of Correspondence
Question #2

The Committees of Correspondence were 
created for what purpose? 

The Committees of Correspondence
An Envelope Full of Questions, Continued
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The Committees of Correspondence
Question #3

Why was it so important that the colonies 
establish lines of communication with one 

another? 

The Committees of Correspondence
Question #4

What types of news did the Committees of 
Correspondence share? 
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Primary 
Source 

Detectives

Letter from Boston’s 

Committee of 

Correspondence, 1774

Name: __________________  Date: ________

Instructions: Read the letter and discuss its meaning. 

Then, answer the questions that follow. 

Boston, September 27, 1774

Gentlemen, 

The Committees of Correspondence of this and several of 

the neighbouring towns, having taken into consideration the 

vast importance of withholding from the troops now here, 

labour, straw, timber, …, and in short every article excepting 

provisions necessary for their subsistence; and being under 

a necessity from their conduct as considering them as real 

enemies, we are fully satisfied that it is our bounden duty to 

withhold from them every thing but what meer humanity 

requires; …we do earnestly recommend your co-operation in 

this measure, as conducive to the good of the whole.

We are, 

Your Friends and Fellow Countrymen

Vast= large

Labour= work/help

Provisions= supplies

Subsistence= survival

Conduct= how a person behaves

Bounden= true

Meer humanity= being a human

Earnestly= strongly

Conducive= helpful
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1. What did the Boston Committee of Correspondence suggest withholding 
from British troops? _________________________________________

2. What did the Boston Committee of Correspondence say should not be 
withheld from British troops? ___________________________________

3. Why did the Committee say that items should be withheld from British 
troops? __________________________________________________

4. The Committee asked the people who read the letter to cooperate 
because this action would be good for ___________________________.

5. Circle the sentence that most accurately describes the intent of this 
letter:

A. Boston’s Committee of Correspondence wanted British soldiers to
starve and sleep in the cold. 

B. Boston’s Committee of Correspondence wanted to make life in the
colonies very difficult for British soldiers. However, they should still
receive the food and shelter needed for basic human survival. 

Opposing Viewpoints

You are a colonist in Boston. You have witnessed the unfair occupation of 
your city for too long and you believe that British soldiers should NOT be in 
your city to supervise the colonists. Describe your reaction if you saw this 
letter from Boston’s Committee of Correspondence. 
________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

You are a Commander in the British Army. Your men are in the colonies on 
orders from King George III. You and your men are having a very difficult 
time finding supplies and help with building. Describe your reaction if you saw 
this letter from Boston’s Committee of Correspondence. 
________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________


