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Literacy Article 2B 

The Life of a Snowman

It’s early on a cold winter day. You look out 
and see a deep, fresh snow. You turn on the 
radio and hear the magic words: No school! 
What to do? You decide to build a snowman.
Dressed in your warmest clothes, you firmly 
pack the snow into three different-sized 
spheres. Carefully, you stack three spheres 
into the shape of a snowman—the largest 
sphere on the bottom and the smallest one 
on the top. You add a carrot nose, buttons 
for the eyes and the mouth, and a long red 
scarf. You take a step back to view your 
work. It looks great! Now it’s time for some 
hot chocolate.

Weeks later, the ground is bare and your 
snowman is gone. The snowman didn’t 
disappear. It has a short life that is affected 
by the temperature of the air. Snowmen are 
built out of snow, which is water in its solid 
state. As the temperature starts to rise, the 
water particles that make up the snow gain 
energy and vibrate more and more quickly. 

When the particles in the snow reach 0°C 
(32°F), they have reached the melting point 
of water. The particles now move more 
freely than they did when they were solid 
snow, and the snowman starts to melt. 
Eventually, the snowman will become a 
puddle of liquid water. The particles in liquid 
water slide past each other easily and are 
less attracted than the particles in snow. 

As the temperature continues to rise 
above the melting point of water, the 
particles of the liquid water move faster 
and faster. Particles at the surface of the 
puddle begin to move so quickly that they 
escape into the air as gas. This process 

is called evaporation. The gas that forms 
is called water vapor. Over time, all the 
water particles in the puddle will move fast 
enough to escape into the air as a gas.

As the air temperature drops, water vapor 
particles lose energy and begin to move 
more slowly. Eventually they will cool and 
slow down enough to condense, or change 
from a gas into a liquid. These liquid 
particles form clouds and then fall back to 
the ground as rain. If the air is cold enough, 
the liquid water freezes and snow will fall. 
If enough snow falls, you can build another 
snowman and start the process over again!

Questions:
1. Illustrate the life of a snowman. Label 
each stage and provide a description. 

2. What happens to the attraction of 
particles when a solid melts into a liquid 
and then evaporates into gas? 
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