
Adding Text Evidence
Writing Lesson

Learning Goals: 

• I can add text evidence and quotes 
from the text to support each 
reason. 

• I can connect reasons and text 
evidence with linking words and 
transitional phrases.



Using Text Evidence to Support Your 
Claim or Thesis Statement

THINK…

vCan I point to specific words in the text that 
support my point?

vCan I explain how these words support my point?
vLook at the text and identify/mark possible places 

that demonstrate my claim. Which would be 
strongest?

vCheck with your claim to be sure it supports your 
claim.



How to Include Quotes
in Your Text Evidence

v In the text, it says…
• In the text it says “A dandelion pokes out from the floorboard.”

v Give a mini-summary to set up the quote.
• After Mina moves to the internment camp, she starts to feel like her 

Japanese identity is being taken away. “They have taken away her diaries 
written in Japanese…they have taken away his Japanese-English dictionary.”

v Tell who, from what text, you are quoting and what that character 
is aiming to do, and then add his or her exact words.
• Mina, the main character in Dust of Eden, shows her loyalty to her best 

friend Jaimie by giving her a necklace. 

v Use just a few words in the middle of a sentence.
• It is clear that other (non-Japanese American) kids see Mina as different 

when they “hiss Jap Jap” as she walks around school.



Other ways to include text evidence…

• On page ______, it says…
• An example is…
• I know this because…
• The author wrote…
• In the text…
• According to the text, …
• The text also states that ….
• The author also states…
• This shows …
• Now I know…
• This proves…





Body Paragraphs

Body Paragraphs (Reason 1, Reason 2, Reason 3)
– Topic Sentence (lets the reader know what the 

paragraph is going to be about, i.e., how this 
reason supports thesis)
– Text Evidence (quote) that supports reasons
– Elaboration/Explanation
– Transition words to …
• introduce reasons
• give examples of evidence to support your 

reasons
• make a point or explain evidence
• compare and contrast



Body Paragraph Example
One way Wonder and Dust of Eden are similar is that 

they both have characters who look different and are treated 
differently because of their appearance. In Wonder, Auggie 
has a craniofacial difference. Every day of his life Auggie is 
treated differently because of the way he looks. On page 49, 
he describes how others stare at him while he eats lunch in 
the cafeteria. “I could tell I was being stared at without even 
looking up. I knew that people were nudging each other, 
watching me out of the corners of their eyes. I thought I was 
used to those kinds of stares by now, but I guess I wasn’t.” 
Similarly, in Dust of Eden, Mina is treated differently because 
she is Japanese-American. For example, on page 15 Mina 
explains that “every time I walk down the hall at school, kids 
hiss Jap Jap.”



Explaining Text Evidence

vHow does my text evidence help 
support my reason?

vHow can I explain how this evidence 
supports my reason?

vHow can I add my own thoughts and 
ideas to further support my reason?



Explaining Text Evidence
One way the Wonder and Dust of Eden is similar is that 

they both have characters who look different and are treated 
differently because of their appearance. In Wonder, Auggie has a 
craniofacial difference. Every day of his life Auggie is treated 
differently because of the way he looks. On page 49, he describes 
how others stare at him while he eats lunch in the cafeteria. “I 
could tell I was being stared at without even looking up. I knew 
that people were nudging each other, watching me out of the 
corners of their eyes. I thought I was used to those kinds of stares 
by now, but I guess I wasn’t.” Similarly, in Dust of Eden, Mina is 
treated differently because she is Japanese-American. For 
example, on page 15 Mina explains that “every time I walk down 
the hall at school, kids hiss Jap Jap.” These examples show how all 
kinds of differences—physical differences and race, for example–
sometimes cause people to act unkindly. Both stories show the 
terrible impact discrimination has on people.


